
 

OPEN FOR WORSHIP, JUNE 7 

 

Worship for Sunday, June 7, is fully open to you!  (And is also fully 

online!) Both services are ready to welcome you in person, with 

our best plans in place and our broadest smiles in our eyes -- be-

cause our mouths will now be covered with masks.  

 

On-campus Sunday School hour, nursery and children’s activities 

are still being reimagined and will return in a future phase.  

 

In this “rolling return” to our in-person Sundays and activities, we 

want to hear from you, church.  We believe YOU, FCC’s congre-

gation, hold our best ideas and visions for new ways we can stay 

connected, worship, care, serve and grow … together.  With 

change comes opportunity, and we don’t want to miss this op-

portunity to develop and adapt, so we continue to be Christ’s 

church in the world.   

 

FCC DISCIPLES WOMEN'S COOKBOOK SALE 

 

After experiencing a stay-at-home order for weeks and needing 

to stay safely home, even after that, some “tried and true” reci-

pes from Disciples cooks may be welcome in this time! Since sev-

eral of the contributors are no longer with us, their recipes are 

dear and perhaps a wonderful keepsake for their families. 

To receive the special price of $15 per book, please place your 

order SOON – and before the deadline of July 15. After that 

date, the books will be $20 per book. Send a check made pay-

able to FCC DWM in the amount of the number of books that 

are being ordered. In the memo section of your check write: 

DWM Cookbook. 

 

Send checks to: Kaye Kraus, 3310 Parliament Dr., Tyler 75701 or 

Jeanelle Maland, 5903 Plantation Dr., Tyler, 75703 or DWM Cook-

books at FCC, 4202 S. Broadway, Tyler, 75701. 

 

The books should be available by July 15. When your cookbook

(s) arrive(s), it(they) will be delivered to you. For any questions, 

contact Kaye Kraus at 903-581-8308 or ktkraus@suddenlink.net or 

the church office. 
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JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

PRAISES: We had almost 90 people  

worshiping on campus this past Sunday! 

We look forward to having you back! 

  

Also, Congratulations to Larry & Brenda 

Gilliam who welcomed their first GREAT 

grandchild, Logan Elizabeth Paine, on 

June 1st. Proud parents are Trevor & 

Madison Paine. 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Betty 

Berndt, Jennifer Diotallevi, Bruce Elliot, 

Charlotte Halbert, James Hard-

age, Michael Lewis,  Jan Phillips, Beverly 

Potts, and Bob Zinszer.  

 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY: Ferrell 

Dorsey (D. Cooper), Mike Olmstead (L. 

Lowry), and Silvia Suarez (T. Aaron)  

 

OUR SYMPATHIES to the friends and family 

of Bob Hunt. Bob passed away May 30. 

His Services are pending on June 10. 
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CHILDREN'S & YOUTH UPDATE 

 

Our Ad Hoc Committee continues to 

meet and recently passed an exciting 

milestone – they’ve recommended a job 

description and our expectations, ready 

to post. They have requested a Search 

Committee to interview applicants for the 

position of Assoc. Minister /Director of 

Youth and Children's Ministries.  (This is a 

required step so that we may consider 

ordained ministers or lay people for FCC.) 

Board Chair Tom DeWitt is putting to-

gether that Search Committee now, and 

he asks that anyone interested in serving 

contact him directly: thdewitt@msn.com  

mailto:ktkraus@suddenlink.net
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MOTHER'S DAY OUT 
 

MDO reopened this week! They are cur-

rently on a summer schedule, open Tues-

Wed-Thurs, from 8:30am-2:30pm. Spread 

the word for our Drop-in Child Care facility 

for ages birth through 6. Visit our website, 

www.fcctyler.org, for more details and 

new rules. 

POPSICLES IN THE PARK  
 

We’ve heard your requests for more in-person time. So, all ages 

are welcome to join us every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 

month, as we begin a summer practice of meeting in the chil-

dren’s larger playground. We’ll have time to play and work on 

crafts for members who are homebound or residents of a care 

facility.  

 

On the 3rd Wednesday of the month, we’ll exchange service 

for an outdoors, socially distanced, family event. And of 

course, we’ll provide refreshing popsicles to beat the summer 

heat! Join us for our next event on June 17. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS 
 

After worshiping online, we invite you 

back for either of 2 offerings: Children's 

Ministry Moment video will air at 10:40am 

on our main Facebook page, and, an all-

church Adult Sunday School meeting 

opens on Zoom at 11am. Call church  

office for instructions.  
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FCC SUMMER SOCIALS 
 

The Socials are back! We’ve got a couple already lined up. 

Join us June 10 at Kiepersol from 6-7:30pm. We’ll be in the new, 

larger Tasting Room (same location, just further up the hill). 

Next, come June 24 to True Vine (off Earl Campbell Parkway) 

from 6-7:30pm. Both events are family friendly, so all ages are 

welcome. We hope to see you there! 

GENERATION GREAT IS BACK! 
 

Long time no see! Mark your calendars, 

Generation Great  (for ages 55+), is meet-

ing June 18 at 11:45am in Disciples Hall. 



 

òWAITING EXPECTANTLYó  
Mark 15:42-43, 46 
Dr. Chris Pulliam 
June 7, 2020 
  
Iõm not drawn to bad news.  I donõt have to go 
looking for bad news, it seems to find me.  Pastors 
are bad news magnetséwhich is appropriate for 
prayer concerns are bad news.  Rare is the encoun-
ter when someone seeks me out to pray for the 
good news s/he just received.   
 
What is it about human beings that we almost seem 
to be programmed to seek out bad news?  Try this 
with anyone you know.  Ask them for a 
òjoyó (crickets), then ask for òconcernsóéand eve-
ryone will tell you about their sisterõs brotherõs 
dogõs trainerõs friend, who knows someone at her 
office who sat by someone on a plane who had a 
neighbor who has cancer.   
 
In the words of the newsroom producer, ògood 
news doesnõt sell.ó   
** 
Relatedly, Iõm tiredéjust tiredéof hearing about 
the tumultuous times we are living inéfirst weõve 
been hit with 10+ weeks of  COVID-19, now the 
rioting, etc. 
 
Andésince I tire of the bad news, I typically try to 
preach the òtimelessó and òever-relevantó gospel 
and stay away from politics and current events. 
 
Yet, last week between Thursdayõs pre-recording 
and Sundayõs airing of the service, all hell broke 
loose in our country, and since I had pre-recorded 
the service, I had nothing to say about it.   
 
If  I want to be a preacher with my head in the 
sand, that would be fine.  But, as for today, I must 
comment on the state of our worldéthe division, 
the violence, the depths of  darkness we seem to be 
living in.   
 
Itõs been 2 weeks since George Floyd was killed by 
police officers in Minneapolis.  Six days later, 

scenes of  riots, protests, burning cars, police and 
National Guard barricades were the norm around 
U.S. cities. Tensions still run high still today 
(Thursday/Sunday). 
 
I canõt stand it!  I canõt stand the racially motivated 
violence.  I canõt stand the violent reactions.  I canõt 
stand unnecessary force being used in response. Itõs 
just awfuléisnõt itéitõs a òcircle of awfulness/
violence.ó  
 
Like you perhaps, Iõve heard lots of different an-
gles on the stories.  CBS, NBC, Fox News.  Iõve 
heard theories great and small about òwhatõs really 
going on.ó  A good friendõs daughter was among 
peaceful protesters in D.C. that were disbanded 
with tear gas.   
 
Black lives matter, blue lives matteréall liveséall 
life matters to God and therefore they ought to 
matter to us (you and me)!  I want to help, but 
sometimes, I donõt know how to help except to 
pray.  Iõm going to work to weed out any stereo-
types I harbor.  Iõm going to speak when I see in-
justice and encourage you to do the same.  Iõm go-
ing to refrain from joining the quiet mockers gath-
ered round every situation.  Iõm going to educate 
myself as to the larger issues of racisméour de-
nominationõs website offers links to many books 
and/or articles to help us educate ourselves.   
 
ANDéIõm going to keep prayingépraying and 
working to bring the kingdom of  God into fulfill-
ment here on earth.   
** 
Iõm still studying my way thru the gospel of Mark 
(just started the final chapter 16).   
 
Wednesday morning, when I read from Mark 15, 
something jumped out at me (just as I pray it will 
every time I study my Bible).  Frankly, it had been a 
while since something had jumped out at meé
which is always a minor discouragement, so I was a 
bit surprisedéand excited!...especially when I 
sensed it turning into a sermon!   
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Anyway, Iõm reading the passage about the burial 
of  Jesus.  Heard it, read it a million times, right?  
What could possibly surprise me?  Well, here it is, 
and more importantly, it speaks to us today.  
 
SLIDE: òJoseph of  Arimathea, a respected 
member of  the council, who was also himself  
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of  God, 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of  
Jesusó (Mark 15:43). 
 
What do we know about Joseph of  Arimathea?   
 
Heõs the guy who took care of Jesusõ funeral ar-
rangements.  Heõs the patron Saint of Funeral 
home workers J.   
 
Said to be a wealthy man, part of  the Council 
(religious leaderséinteresting twist).  No one 
knows where Arimathea waséassumed to be a 
town or village in Judea somewhere.   
 
Later texts (non-canonical) say he and Nicodemus 
(remember him from his conversation with Jesus 
about being òborn againõ?) partnered in taking Je-
sus body down and putting the body in the tomb.   
 
Legends about Joseph being entrusted with the 
Holy Grail (the cup used during the Last Supperé
you remember from Indiana Jonesõ movies J).  Leg-
end has it that the resurrected Jesus appeared to 
Joseph, thanked him for the burial, the tomb (his 
own), and presented Joseph with the Holy Grail.  
Thatõs the stuff òlegendsó are made of.    
 
Back to the scripturesé 
SLIDE: òJoseph of  Arimathea, a respected 
member of  the council, who was also himself  
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of  God, 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of  
Jesusó (Mark 15:43). 
 
That do anything for you?   
 
Try it again. REREAD.  

 
SLIDE: òJoseph of Arimatheaéwho wasé
(what was he doing?  òWaiting.ó ébut not just 
waitingéhe was) òwaiting expectantlyóé
foréwhat?  He was waiting expectantly for the 
kingdom of God.ó   
 
òJoseph of  Arimathea, a respected member of  
the council, who was also himself  waiting ex-
pectantly for the kingdom of God.ó 
** 
òThe kingdom of GodóéIõm not talking about 
Heaven here.  Iõm talking about the kingdom of 
God that Jesus began ushering in 2000 years ago.   
 
SLIDE: òThy Kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.ó  (Matthew 6:10). 
 
Iõm talking about the kingdom of God on earth.  
Jesusõ mission on earth was exactly that.  òWait! I 
thought he came to die for our sins, to forgive us, 
to get us right with God so we spend eternity with 
him in Heaven?ó   
 
Jesus accomplished all those things too, but his 
mission was to bring the kingdom of Godéthe 
world (òlifeó)ñ 
the way God created it to beécreated us to beéto 
earth.   
 
Try this with meéThink about your life (ups/
downs, ins/outs)éthe òhopefuló version not the 
guilt-laden version.  Now think about your life the 
way God would want it to be.  Maybe those two 
things are close together, maybe they are far apart. 
 
Now, similarly, imagine the world as it is vs. the 
world as God intended.  Two different worlds?  
 
Our goal as Godly people is òthe world as God in-
tendedó (the kingdom of God)éthatõs what Jesus 
set in motionéthat we would strive for it, bring it 
about, pray it into being.   
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When I read the description of Joseph of Arimathea 
(òwaiting expectantly for the kingdom of Godó), 
what resonated with me is that in these difficult days, 
I find myself òwaiting expectantly for the kingdom of 
God.ó élonging for it éwanting òthe world as God 
intended.ó   
 
This longing cannot be merely cerebral (I wish it 
could be), but there is work involved.  I must break 
out of my safe, convenient world, and do something 
to bring about the peace/world I so long for.   
 
SoéI must pray.  I must weed out stereotypesé
speak out against injustice, and educate myself.  
ANDédid I mention praying?  Iõm going to keep 
prayingépraying and working to bring the kingdom 
of God (or at least an increasing measure of it) into 
fulfillment here on earth.   
** 
Drs. Mark and Molly Johnson were part of our 
church years ago.  Mark served our congregation well 
as our Chancel Choir Director for several years.  One 
night, Mark was ill, so Molly (also a gifted musician) 
effortlessly stepped in to direct our Choir practice.  
 
We were working on that beautiful anthem, òGod So 
Loved the Worldó (Hum a bit of it here).   
 
As our rehearsal came to a close, Molly said, òOkay, 
weõre going to sing this thru one more time, but as 
we do I want you to think about our worldéthe 
news, the trouble spots and hard placeséthe divi-
sion, the madness, the angeréall the hurting peo-
pleéthen sing these words to each of those people.   
 
So there in the Choir Room, we sang it one more 
time, and that time it was different.  The Spirit was in 
itéand our hearts and minds were connecting òreal 
lifeó to our very real God.   
 
Iõve asked Nicholas Sheffield/Irene Duran to sing 
òGod So Loved the Worldó for us again today.  And 
as s/he sings, I want you to think about our worldé
the news, the trouble spots and hard placeséthe di-
vision, the madness, the angeréall the hurting peo-
pleéand prayerfully pass the words of this song 
(John 3:16) to each of the people you are envision-

ing.     
** 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Nick/Cameron play (God òSo 
loved the World).  For Thursday (and or Sunday 
video)éwe could replay Ireneõs. 
 
(BACK TO PREACHER)  
Pray with meéóIf ever we needed you Lord, we 
need you now!  If ever we could use a breakthrough, 
itõs now.  We pray for all people of color who face 
discrimination and unkindness/hatred in so many 
situations.   
 
We pray for our law enforcement personnel that you 
would protect them and give them great patience to 
carry out a very difficult job.  
 
We pray for our national, state, and city leaders. Give 
them great wisdom in leading.  
 
We pray for your kingdom comeéóon earth as it is 
in heavenóéfor we are waiting expectantly!    
 
Jesusõ name, Amen.   
 
 
 
òWhen evening had come, since it was the day 
of Preparation, that is, the day before the sab-
bath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected mem-
ber of the council, who was also himself waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly 
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44Then 
Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and 
summoning the centurion, he asked him 
whether he had been dead for some time. 45 
When he learned for the centurion that he was 
dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Jo-
seph bought a linen cloth and taking down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in 
a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He 
then rolled a stone against the door of the 
tomb.ó (Mark 15:42-43, 46)  
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