
 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH - - TYLER, TX     WWW.FCCTYLER.ORG  

MAY 20 - MAY 26, 2020 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Bill 

Hughes, Jennifer Diotallevi, Charlotte Hal-

bert, James HArdage, Bob Hunt, Aliece 

Keithly, Michael Lewis, Fred Mullins, Lorene 

Sparks, and Bob Zinszer 

 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY: Stone An-

drews (T. Aaron), Daniel Byers (A. Byers), 

David Everton (J. Stephenson), Beth Gay 

(Wills), Sandy Hunter (D. Martin), David 

Johnson (L. Rackley), Dale Montgomery (N. 

Grant), Mike Olmstead (L. Lowry), Nancy 

Perou (B. Roberts), Phyllis Shilite (A. Byers), 

Silvia Suarez (T. Aaron)  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS 
 

After worshiping online, we invite you back 

for either of 2 offerings: Children's Ministry 

Moment video will air at 10:40am on our 

main Facebook page, and, an all-church 

Adult Sunday School meeting opens on 

Zoom at 11am. Call church office for in-

structions.  
 

 

MOTHER'S DAY OUT 
 

MDO has a reopening date – May 26! They 

plan to reopen on a summer schedule Tues 

– Wed – Thurs 8:30am – 2:30pm, for ages 0 

through 6.  Thanks to new state rules, all 

populations are welcome (not just essential 

workers). The staff is currently meeting in 

the building regularly, to clean, rework and 

reorganize their rooms to safely welcome 

children. Visit our website, 

www.fcctyler.org, for more details and new 

rules. 

(Live Stream Worship Services 
will still be available)  

In the meantime, if you need help, don’t hesitate 

to call us,  903-561-8138. 



 

“EXILED” 
Daniel 1:1-7;  
Dr. Chris Pulliam 
May 24, 2020 
 
I want to tell you 3 stories. For many of  you, these 
3 stories will be familiar ones.  For others, perhaps, 
not so much.   
 
Long, long ago and far, far away lived a lovely cou-
ple in a beautiful neighborhoodésome called it a 
ògarden,ó their names: Adam and Eve.  
 
Life was good there in the Garden of Edenéin 
fact life was perfect.  Until one day, a snake con-
vinced Adam and Eve that they were settling for 
far too littleéand if they would just eat the òfruit 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evilóélife 
would be even better!  So they ate of  it despite the 
fact that God told them not to.   
 
Why did they do it?  Why couldnõt they have just 
stayed the course God had intended?  What would 
you have done?   
 
Regardless, they ate.  God wasnõt happy.  Because 
of  their decision to eat, God moved them out of  
that really nice neighborhood (the garden).  Adam 
had to get a job (a hard one) and Eve had a new set 
of  her own challenges. 
** 
Hereõs another story: He was the second son.  He 
was sick and tired of  hanging around the house all 
the time.  Sure, Dad provided him with everything 
a young man could wantébut somehow, at least in 
this young manõs mind, it wasnõt enough.  He 
wanted more from life!   
 
So boldly (if  foolishly), the son went to his father 
and asked for his inheritance up front.  Perhaps 
against the Fatherõs better judgment, he said, òyes.ó 
So, with a pocket full of  money, the son traveled 
far away from his òold manó and his òold life.ó   
 
For a while, life was great!  Friends, parties, food, 
wine, ladieséthe son was livinõ large and lovinõ life!

éthat is, until the money ran out.   
 
He got a job (a hard one) tending pigs.  At the 
height of his struggle, he ate what the pigs ate.  òI 
just want to go homeó he thought.  So thatõs ex-
actly what he did.  òI know Dad wonõt be happy 
with me, but I can work for him and at least Iõll 
have something to eat.ó  
** 
And finally, one last storyéIn the 6th century B.C. 
the Babylonians stormed thru Judah and itõs prize 
city, Jerusalem, overtaking it all.  Those crazy Baby-
lonians looted the city and looted the peopleñ
taking the top 1/3 most skilled, talented, strong, 
and/or beautiful people back to Babylon.   
 
What a mess!  The Israeliteséthe people of 
Godéovertaken.  Many of the faithful finding 
themselves living in a foreign land. òHow can this 
be?ó  òWhat do we do now?ó òWill we ever get to 
go home?ó   
 
In their quiet moments of  lament, they would ask,  
 
SLIDE: How do we sing the songs of  Zion in a 
foreign land? (Psalm 137:4).    
 
How do we worship away from home?  Away from 
the Temple?  Away from our friends?  How do we 
worship God when it sure seems like God has let 
us down!?   
 
Ouch!   
** 
Well there they are, 3 stories.  Did you catch what 
they have in common?   
 
In each story, the characters find themselves sepa-
rated from that which they belong to, that which 
they hold dear, that which they yearn foréa condi-
tion of  estrangement. 
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In a word, our characters have been òexiled.ó 
òExileóéwhat a powerful metaphor for life thené
and now.  Sometimes, we can find ourselves living 
in exileéseparated from that which we belong to.  
** 
SLIDE: òExileó is the state of being removed from 
your homeland and being forced to live and work 
somewhere else.   
 
I knew of the Babylonian Exile, thatõs classic OT 
history, but I had never thought of  the other two 
stories as òexile stories.ó  Hereõs my shout out to 
Marcus Borg and his book, òJesus.ó  I finally fin-
ished itéand have lots of great sermon foder as a 
result.  Yes, I finished reading it despite my chil-
drenõs birthday gift to me of a new TVéso many 
temptations J.   
** 
In 1920, Warren G. Harding won the presidential 
election on the wings of his slogan, òReturn to 
normalcy!ó  Interesting slogan, donõt you think! 
 
Hardingõs òplatformó consisted of pulling back 
from the nationalistic activism of  Teddy Roosevelt 
(òspeak softly and carry a big stick!ó) and the global 
idealism of  Woodrow Wilson and his vision of  a 
òLeague of Nations.ó     
 
òReturn to Normalcyóésounds good doesnõt it?  
Oh, Iõm not talking politics (I leave that out of my 
preachingécan I get an òAmen!ó), Iõm talking 
about life with COVID-19 and our òshelter at 
home,ó Phase 1, Phase 2émasking, handwashing, 
and sanitizing.  Tracking the cases day by dayé
wondering when we will worship on campus again 
(still aiming for next Sunday)é 
 
éwondering when we will òreturn to normalcy!ó 
** 
SLIDE: How do we sing the songs of  Zion in a 
foreign land? (Psalm 137:4).    
 
How do we sing praise to God when we have to 
wear masks and stand 6 feet apart?  How do we 
live faithfully in this new normal.   

 
Truth is, we may never return to ònormalcyó (lives 
have been lost, people have been laid off, busi-
nesses have closed, fortunes have disappeared). 
Truth is we are looking at a ònew normalóéand 
that is daunting if  not terrifying.   
**   
So, as Christianséas Christ followers, as people of 
Godéas people who are known to say,  
 
SLIDE: òWhere the scriptures speak, we speak; 
where the scriptures are silent, we are si-
lent.ó (Alexander Campbell).   
 
Is there anything we can learn from these 3 Bible 
stories that can help us in our òpseudo exileó?  
How did the people in these stories survive and re-
turn from their exile?  
 
The Prodigal Son humbled himself  and returned 
home believing his dad would let him back home 
as a hired hand.  For the Prodigal Sonéhe as-
sumed his ònew normaló would be a òless thanó 
new normal.  Of  course, in the story, things turned 
out way better than he ever imagined.  I would love 
to see that happen with us!...but Iõm not expecting 
it.  I do know God is always able to make some-
thing great out of any situationéeven of a world-
wide pandemic, so, weõll see!   
 
The Israelites who were exiled to Babylon needed 
the vision of  Nehemiah to call them out of  their 
increasingly comfortable exile there in Babylon.   
 
Now this is interesting.  When they first started out 
in exile, they were devastated.  Yet over the years/
decades, the Israelites became accustomed to their 
new livesékind of liked the life they had. 
 
If thereõs anything I learned from òRedó, the lead 
character in the movie Shawshank Redemption, itõs 
that prisoners come to depend on those prison 
walls.   
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After a while, by our human nature, we can come 
to lean on boundaries like an old crutchéeven if 
those boundaries are extremely limiting.    
 
Nehemiah rallied the Israelites to do hard thingsé
to face their fears, to rebuild what was lost, to re-
vive a memory of  50 years earlier, to leave behind 
their semi-comfortable exiled life.   
 
Our scripture reading this morning told the story 
of Danieléalong with Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednago being chosen to be among the exiles in 
Babylon.  Would these young men distinguish 
themselves among the Babylonians or just fly be-
low the radar?  Perhaps you remember the story of  
the Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3) or the story of  Daniel 
and the Lionõs Den (Daniel 6).  Read them for 
yourself  later today ð Daniel 3 & 6.   
** 
I got that old familiar stressful feeling this week.  It 
sure has been nice not having that stress cloud over 
my head constantly these past few monthséthatõs 
why I recognized stress so quickly.  Generally 
speakingéthese past couple of months, my stress 
level  has been really low.  Nice!  Plus, I have the 
luxury of  not dealing with small children at home, 
so COVID-19 has been pretty chill for me.   
 
Andélike the Babylonian exiles and the Shaw-
shank prisonerséI could/we could get used to this 
COVID-19.  Holed up on our ownénot having to 
deal with anyone from the outsideénot having to 
deal with anyone we donõt want to deal with.  Not 
all badéthis reclusive lifeéthis life of low expec-
tations and ease of  schedule.  
 
òBeware!ó Is the word Jesus used.  Beware of this, 
beware of thatéof this person and that person.  
Beware of  the easy lifeé 
 
SLIDE: òA little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of  the hands to rest, and poverty will 
come upon you like a robber…ó (Proverbs 24:33
-34). 
** 

What do we learn from the Prodigal Son and the 
Babylonian Exile?  We learn that our return from 
our exile will probably require humility, vision, and 
courage.   
 
The jury is still out as to whether we are starting to 
come out of this or not.  What Iõm reading in the 
newspaper (as of  Thursday, May 21 @ 4:30 p.m. in 
Tyler, Texas) seems to be saying, the gradual re-
opening is working.  
 
Either way, hereõs what I know.   
 
SLIDE: Bottom Line: God is still GodéJesus is 
still Lord and Savior of the worldéand we are go-
ing to be okay.   
 
And, much like our Bible characters (the Israelites, 
Adam and Eve and the Prodigal Son), things will 
get betteréwe will eventually find our ònew nor-
mal.ó  
 
So, together as Godõs people, let us keep the faith.   
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